Merrimack School District/SAU 26
School Board Special Meeting
Agenda
November 18, 2021 (Thursday)
Merrimack Town Hall - Memorial Room

Send public comments to: publiccomment@sau26.org. Comments must be received between the start
of the meeting on November 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. and Agenda Item #4. Based on the volume of
public comments received, the board chair will determine if all public comments can be read. If not,
they will be incorporated into the meeting minutes.
PUBLIC MEETING
7:00 p.m. 1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
7:05 p.m. 2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
7:35 p.m. 3. OLD BUSINESS

1. Health and Safety Task Force Recommendation Everett Olsen

2. Board Response to the Health and Safety Task Cinda Guagliumi
Force Recommendation

7:55 p.m. 4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS

8:00 p.m. 5. ADJOURN

8:00 P.M. NON-PUBLIC SESSION RSA 91-A:3, II (a) (b) (c¢) - Memorial Room

e Negotiations



MERRIMACK SCHOOL DISTRICT
School Administrative Unit #26
36 McElwain Street
Merrimack, New Hampshire 03054
Tel. (603) 424-6200 Fax (603) 424-6229

KIMBERLY YARLOTT EVERETT V. OLSEN, Jr. MATTHEW D. SHEVENELL
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum Interim Chief Educational Officer Assistant Superintendent for Business
To: Cinda Guagliumi Jenna Hardy

Laurie Rothhaus Lori Peters
Shannon Barnes Kaitlyn Vadney

From: Everett V. Olsen, Jr.

Date: November 18, 2021

Subject: Recommendation for Revised Mask Policy

The School District’s Health and Safety Task Force met yesterday to review the trend in COVID-
related data across the school district. The Committee is concerned about the increase in positive
COVID cases over the last two weeks and is recommending to you a revision to the current mask
policy.

The recommended revision is targeted in nature to address those schools that are experiencing a
relatively larger increase in positive cases than other schools. The recommended policy revision is
noted below:

“If the number of positive COVID cases (staff and students) in an individual school is 5% (or
more) of the total number of staff and students in the building, masks will be required for all staff
and students while in the school building. No masks will be required while students and/or staff are
outside and while at lunch.”

“If the percentage of positive COVID cases (staff and students) in the school is consistently below
5% for 2 consecutive weeks, the opt-out mask policy will be reinstated in the school”.

The Health and Safety Task Force Committee had a very thoughtful discussion prior to developing
this recommended revision to address the increasing trend in positive cases in some of our schools.
The Task Force Committee also recommends that if approved, this revised policy becomes
effective in any school that reaches or exceeds the 5% benchmark on November 22, 2021. It is
important to note that the only school that this revision will impact (as of this writing) is
Mastricola Elementary School.

Thank you for reviewing the data accompanying this memo!
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